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cobbled together over decades, the problem is a failure to take into account how the system
works as a whole….” and that, “Even one weak link could break the chain.”

OVF and NDC cautioned that the situation could be significantly worse than presented by Pew
because the report assumes voters know about and use the electronic alternatives for voting
materials transmission. “Where the Pew report appears optimistic is in the assumption that
overseas military voters actually use the electronic options available in the states that offer them,
and that such electronic options are universally available. Given the constraints of the study, that
is an understandable and stated assumption in Pew’s methodology. But OVF’s preliminary
research results indicate that only a fraction (less than 10%) of military voters are using
electronic options to return voted ballots,” stated Dzieduszycka-Suinat.

OVF’s research parallels the 2006 voting analysis completed by the Defense Manpower Data
Center that only 2-3% of military personnel received their blank ballots by e-mail and only 1%
received them by fax. Further, 96% of military personnel cast their ballots by postal mail.
Finally, DMDC’s analysis shows that while less than 20% of military personnel did not have
daily access to either a military or personal e-mail account, 53% did not have daily access to fax
machines.

“Every state should immediately allow for the e-mailing of blank ballots to military voters,”
urged NDC’s O’Leary. “The NIST report proves that blank ballot transmission to voters does not
pose significant security risks, while the Pew report details how not providing that electronic
alternative systematically disenfranchises the military voter from states that refuse to do so.”

Military and overseas voting experts are available to discuss with the press and interested parties
both the NIST and Pew reports, as well as the broader problems facing military and overseas
voters.
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